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1. INTRODUCTION 

 Purpose of this document 

1.1.1. This Statement of Common Ground ("SoCG") has been prepared in respect of the 
proposed A47/A11 Thickthorn Junction ("the Application") made by Highways 
England Company Limited ("Highways England") to the Secretary of State for 
Transport ("Secretary of State") for a Development Consent Order ("the Order") 
under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 ("PA 2008").  

1.1.2. This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere within 
the Application documents. All documents are available in the deposit locations 
and/or the Planning Inspectorate website. 

1.1.3. The SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where 
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement has 
not (yet) been reached. SoCGs are an established means in the planning process of 
allowing all parties to identify and so focus on specific issues that may need to be 
addressed during the examination.   

 

1.2. Parties to this Statement of Common Ground   

1.2.1. This SoCG has been prepared by (1) Highways England as the Applicant and (2) the 
Environment Agency. 

1.2.2. Highways England became the Government-owned Strategic Highways Company 
on 1 April 2015. It is the highway authority in England for the strategic road network 
and has the necessary powers and duties to operate, manage, maintain and 
enhance the network. Regulatory powers remain with the Secretary of State. The 
legislation establishing Highways England made provision for all legal rights and 
obligations of the Highways Agency, including in respect of the Application, to be 
conferred upon or assumed by Highways England. 

1.2.3. The Environment Agency is a non-departmental public body, established in 1995 
and sponsored by the Governments Department for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (Defra), with responsibilities relating to the protection and enhancement of the 
environment in England. The Environment Agency is responsible for managing the 
risk of flooding from the main rivers, reservoirs, estuaries and the sea in England. 
The Environment Agency is also responsible for 

• Regulating major industry and waste 

• Treatment of contaminated land 

• Water quality resources 

• Fisheries 

• Inland river, estuary and harbour navigations 

• Conservation and ecology 
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model should be sent to the EA or Norfolk CC (as LLFA) for review. EA 
advised it should be sent to them both for review.   

24 July 
2020 

Meeting - 
Microsoft Teams 

To discuss flood risk impacts, culvert sizing and downstream flood risk; 
freeboard; soft bed requirements; compensatory flood storage; river 
alignment and WFD assessment. 

6 August 
2020 

Meeting Consultation meeting to discuss Thickthorn Cantley Lane culvert and 
stream diversion. 

EA/LLFA confirmed requirement for 600mm freeboard and mammal shelfs.  
Confirmed discussions ongoing with regards to channel cross-section and 
gradient. Provided initial flood model results indicating no detriment to 
downstream receptors due to larger culvert, as such, no compensatory 
storage required. 

24 August 
2020 

Meeting Agreement in principle of updated Cantley Lane culvert design (with 600mm 
freeboard) and no compensatory storage.  EA agreed with proposed 
Cantley Stream gradient (1 in 333 upstream, 1 in 450 downstream).  
Confirmed final design will include mammal shelf and mammal exclusion 
fencing. 

26 August 
2020 

Email EAs response to the hydraulic (baseline) model. Actions to consider and 
respond to EA via the ‘1st Review Response’ column on the spreadsheet. 

Confirmation that no concerns with the changes in gradient proposed (and 
raised at the previous meeting). The 600mm provided is better in terms of 
flood risk and geomorphological perspective.  

2 
September 
2020 

Email EAs review of the hydrology for the Thickthorn junction improvements. 

Actions to consider and respond to EA via the ‘1st Review Response’ 
column on the spreadsheet. 

17 
November 
2020 

Meeting  Progress update meeting for the Proposed Scheme 

26 
February 

2021 

Email Copied into Email to Lead Local Flood Authority re: flood risk 

17 March 
2021 

Phone call and 
Email 

Change in flood risk characteristics 

15 July 
2021 

Email Provision of revised flood risk model to EA. 

22 July 

2021 

Email Climate change allowance query 

19 August 
2021 

Email Comments received on flood risk model from EA 

22 
September 

Email Response to EA comments on flood risk model 
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2.1.2. It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation 
undertaken between (1) Highways England and (2) Environment Agency in relation 
to the issues addressed in this SoCG. 

 

2.1.3. The Environment Agency’s Written Representation is available at: 

 

 

 

22 
September 
2021 

Meeting Discussion on relevant representations 

01 
November 
2021 

Email  Conclusions of further review of flood risk model 

03 
November 
2021 

Telephone call Comment on SOCG, confirmation that Site Waste Management Plan being 
reviewed by the EA’s waste team. Query on consents and licences position 
statement.  

19 
November 
2021 

Email Comments on SOCG 

23 
November 
2021 

Email Comments on SOCG 

26 
November 
2021 

Email Issue of revised FRA for review. 

06 
December 
2021 

Email Confirmation of comments on revised FRA submitted at Deadline 4 of the 
examination 

09 
December 
2021 

Email Comments on SOCG 

12 
January 
2022 

Meeting Review of SOCG submitted at Deadline 5 including outstanding matters  
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